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October 14, 2020 
 
Dear Murray Parents/Guardians,  
Murray would like to invite you to attend our fall Conferences. Conferences will be held on the 
following dates- Wednesday, October 28, 2020 from 4:00-7:00 p.m. and Friday, October 30, 
2020 from 8:45 a.m.- 3:15 p.m. These meetings are a valuable chance to meet with your 
student's foundations teacher to discuss how your student has settled in since the start of the 
year, review their progress, and consider next steps in their learning. To provide families with 
the most convenient time possible with their student's teacher, we are using an appointment 
scheduling system throughout the school. Each appointment is 15 minutes long and we would 
ask all families to keep to these timings. All requests for appointments should be requested via 
Sign-Up Genius.  Reminder - these scheduled times with be with your student’s foundations 
teacher. 
6th Grade: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d48ada62aaaffc43-fall4 
7th Grade: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d48ada62aaaffc43-fall3 
8th Grade: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d48ada62aaaffc43-fall2 
Sped/EL: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d48ada62aaaffc43-fall1  
 
A reminder for your scheduled conference time will be emailed to you 1 day prior to your 
conference based on the email address you registered with. While we welcome all that can 
attend, we strongly encourage students that may be struggling to take advantage of this 
teacher-family connection opportunity.   If you are unable to attend one of the designated 
evenings, please contact your student's teacher directly via email.  For families that feel they 
would like to speak more in depth with a particular teacher, we are dedicating Friday, 
November 6th to make these connections.  Please reach out to the teacher directly VIA EMAIL 
and request a connection.  Your teacher will then make an effort to call or schedule a google 
meet on that day.  The staff directory can be found here - https://www.spps.org/domain/2631  
 
We ask that you review your student’s SCHOOLOGY for information specific to each class 
such as grades or any missing work.  Ask your student to think about their strengths along with 
what is going well in their classes.  Ask them to also think about what challenges they may be 
encountering and areas they would like to get better in or grow in. 
 
Sign Up Process for Conferences- 

1. Click onto the appropriate grade level link. You will be taken to a site called Sign Up 
Genius. If the link does not take you there directly, please copy the URL and paste it 
into your internet browser. 
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d48ada62aaaffc43-fall2
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2. Identify the Day and Time you would like to schedule your conference by scrolling 
through the various slots. 

3.  Find your child’s Foundation teacher’s name on the far right column and select “Sign 
Up.” Note, if a slot is unavailable, it will read “Already Filled”. 

4. At the bottom of the page select “Submit and Sign Up” 
5. Fill in your child’s name, your name, email address and select “Sign Up Now”. An email 

confirmation will be sent to your inbox as well as a reminder email one day prior to your 
conference. 

6. At the time of your conference, log into Google Meets via your child’s iPad. The Meets 
nickname will be the “Teacher’s Last Name” and the word “Conference” as one word. 

-  Example: Ms. Crowley would be crowleyconference  
 
Interpreter Assistance - If you would like the assistance of an interpreter, please contact 
Stefanie Folkema at stefanie.folkema@spps.org  
 
Suggested Questions for your teacher: 

1. Is my student completing all their assignments? Or My student states they are doing all 
their work, have they turned in all their assignments? 

2. Does my student join the live classes(synchronous) and participate? 
3. Is my student using open office hours to get additional help with their assignments and if 

they are please tell me about the support you are giving them. 
4. Is my child meeting class expectations around participation and interacting appropriately 

with their peers? 
5. How can I help my student at home with distance learning? 
6. How can I connect with their (math, ELA, gym...teacher)? 

 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION TO NOTE -   

1. All scheduled appointments are with your student's Foundations teacher.  
2. All conferences will be held via Google Meets - You MUST use your student’s ipad to 

access our conferences.  (Using your student’s iPad will allow you to access the 
appropriate Google Meeting) 

3. Foundations teachers will have all the relevant information on your child’s progress in all 
subject areas.  

4. Conferences are student-led.  
5. Please direct any questions you may have to Stefanie Folkema. 

stefanie.folkema@spps.org  
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We appreciate your flexibility with our first ever virtual conference sessions.  We look forward 
to connecting with you all. 
 
Your Co-Pilot,  
 
Jamin McKenzie 
Principal, Murray Middle School 
 
Resources 
Murray website - https://www.spps.org/murray  
Nurse - Diana Dishop (Diana.Dishop@spps.org)  
Counselor (Schedule questions) - Lisa Engelstad (Lisa.Engelstad@spps.org)  
Social Worker (Special Education Questions)- Pam Lombardi (Pam.Lombardi@spps.org)  
Social Worker (Special Education Questions)- Jessie Phillips (Jessie.Phillips@spps.org)  
Principal - Jamin McKenzie (Jamin.McKenzie@spps.org)  
Assistant Principal - Michelle Bierman (Michelle.Bierman@spps.org)  
Assistant Principal - Ryan Eggers (Ryan.Eggers@spps.org)  
Technology Info. - https://www.spps.org/Page/39811  
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